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Spring Term Newsletter 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of another
term, which has been full of fun and
exciting learning opportunities, I
would like to thank you for all your
help and ongoing support in making
Holden Clough a truly great school.
The school will close at the usual
time on Friday 8th April 2022 for
the Easter Hoiidays.
We look forward to welcoming the
children back for the summer term
on Monday 25th April 2022. Please
ensure your child is in school on time
and they are not missing out on
valuable learning opportunities.
As you know, the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee was 6th February, but plans
have been made to celebrate the
event in June.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is
marking 70 years of her reign on the
throne. To mark this unprecedented
anniversary, there will be a four day

UK bank holiday weekend from
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June
2022. (This is during our half term).
Our children will be celebrating this
momentous occasion by studying
her life, week beginning on the 23rd
May. Their studies will culminate in
a street party on Friday 27th May to
mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
the last day before we break up for
half term.
On behalf of all the staff and
governors at Holden Clough
Community Primary, I wish you a safe
and enjoyable Easter holiday.
Ramadan Mubarak to all in our
school community participating and
Happy Easter to those celebrating.
Kind regards,
Mr Kordemir, Headteacher,
Holden Clough

Follow your child’s journey on Twitter

 @cloughprimary

World Book Day
Without a doubt, one of the highlights
this Spring was World Book Day, as
our classrooms filled up with a whole
variety of princesses and superheroes plus several Gryffindors who must have
missed the train to Hogwarts! Among
our favourite costumes were Where’s
Wally, Red Riding Hood’s Grandmother,
and the WWII Fighter Pilot who came
with his own plane. We also noticed
that lots of children came to school in
onesies and pyjamas, looking
wonderfully warm and cosy, which is
just what you need to snuggle up with
a good book.
World Book Day is all about making
reading fun, exciting, and accessible for
all children. At Holden Clough, we don’t
just want our pupils to be able to read
well, we want them to experience all
the joys that reading can bring.

Every day, we work hard to ensure
children are enthusiastic and
confident readers, writers, and
speakers, equipped with wide
vocabularies and cultural capital.
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But World Book Day is a special event
for us every year, as we explore all
the places stories can take us, all the
characters we get to meet, and all the
lessons that we can learn.
Throughout the day, children shared
their favourite stories and travelled to
far-away, fictional worlds. Following
in the footsteps of Ernest Hemingway,
Year 4 and Year 6 created compelling
stories using just six words. All the
children had lots of fun reflecting on
the magic of stories. We can’t wait to
celebrate again next year!

 @cloughprimary

Our Year 6 pupils worked
hard on making a giant book
jacket for their classroom
door. The end result was
absolutely spectacular!
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Well done Readers of the Week! Clough
At Holden Clough, the joys of reading aren’t just limited to World Book Day - every day, we
strive to foster a love of reading and create a positive reading culture. As always, we have
been rewarding children who actively engage with reading by entering them into a draw
to receive a token which they can use to get a book from our One-Stop Non-Stop Book
Shop! Well done to all our Readers of the Week and remember to keep on reading!
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A VIP Visitor
We were thrilled to welcome local children’s author and
illustrator, Jane Preece, who came to talk to us about the
importance of reading earlier this year. Jane showed us what
goes on behind the scenes and how she came up with her main
character, Oliver Lum, who also tagged along to the talk!
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Going the
extra mile

Jane taught us all about the creative writing process and we
learned that anyone can be an author or an illustrator, as long as
we are patient, determined, and work hard to develop our ideas.
The children loved hearing about Oliver Lum and his
adventures, and we were inspired to put our own pens to paper.

Dodgeball Dream Team
Our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 Dodgeball teams thoroughly
enjoyed playing in the dodgeball tournaments this term.
We are very proud of our players for representing the
school with excellent teamwork, enthusiasm, and respect
for other players. It has been so inspiring to watch them
develop their skills and grow as confident athletes.
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We are very proud of all our cross
country runners who raced at the East
Cheshire Harriers & Tameside Athletics
Club earlier this term. It was a tough
competition but everyone gave it their
best shot and performed brilliantly.
A huge well done to all who took part!
Including Olivia, who qualified for the
Cross Country Championships that
took place the following weekend. It
was a great event and a pleasure for
all of us to take part in!

They shoot, they score!
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Our football teams had an
amazing time playing the
Manchester United football
tournament. We played at the
Cliff training ground, the home
to the Manchester Utd Women’s
team! Well done to all our teams
who took part, every child gave
it their all and showed excellent
sportsmanship.
An extra congratulations to the
Year 5/6 Mixed Team, who made
it to the final two in their
tournament, and our Year 5/6
Girls, who made it through to
the final eight out of a total of
54 schools. It didn’t end there
for our rising footballing stars.
Our teams have gone on to play
in a new tournament with the

Curzon Ashton Community
Foundation. The children showed

great teamwork and had a
wonderful time.

Thanks for doing us proud!
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Taking home the glory...
We had an amazing time at
the Ten Pin Bowling
competition at Active
Tameside Wellness Centre.
Pupils went head to head
against other primary
school teams in Manchester
and completely stole
the show!
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Numbers Day
In February, we took part in Numbers
Day to help raise money for the NSPCC.
Children wore their own clothes with
numbers on, but that’s not the only
way we embraced it. Across the school,
children spent time refining their
arithmetic skills, playing Maths games
in class, counting with art, tackling
number-themed activities in PE, and
even cracking WWII codes.

A huge congratulations to
our winners - and a special
mention to Haider, who
won a special award for
scoring the most points.

Thanks to all our families for your
support - all funds raised went towards
the all-important Speak Out Stay Safe
programme, run by the NSPCC to save
children from suffering abuse.

What a fantastic event,
thank you to Tameside SSP
for organising it.

A trip to the theatre!
This term, children from KS2
got the chance to watch
Billionaire Boy, David
Walliam’s best-selling novel,
come to life at the Palace
Theatre in Manchester.
Watching the story unfold on
stage gave us a whole new
appreciation for how

confusing and chaotic life
became for Joe Spud, the
richest boy in England, as he
tried to make new friends in a
local comprehensive school.
We were lucky to get seats
with a full view of the stage
and the children absolutely
loved it!

The children loved the amazing production of David Walliams’ best-selling story!
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International Women’s Day Holden
The theme for this year’s International Women’s Day was #BreakTheBias. On this
day, people across the world came together to champion gender equality. At
Holden Clough, we celebrate the individuality of our pupils every day, both girls
and boys are always given the opportunity to explore their unique talents and
interests. But thanks to the Manchester United Foundation, the girls got to
experience something entirely new for the day!
We headed down to the Girls on Track event at TeamSport, down the road from
Old Trafford, where pupils had lots of fun racing go-karts and learning all about
motorsports. There were lots of exciting, hands-on activities for us to get involved
in. We had a really inspiring day as the girls discovered hidden talents. It was great
to get a taste for how science and technology can help us in the real world and
open up paths to different careers. We can definitely say there’s a place for girls in
the motorsports industry - in fact, we think we have some contenders for the next
women’s racing champion!
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Our PE provision leveled up!
Holden Clough has been lucky enough to join the Manchester United Foundation,
which means we have new quality PE provision delivered throughout the school
with the help of our full-time coach Mr Taylor. Now, children can enjoy a whole
new range of opportunities to get active and keep fit in PE lessons and beyond.
Lunch times have never been better with our daily games and activities,
including football, obstacle courses, skittles, dart balls, and even parachutes.
Shoutout to our Sports Crew for leading the way with their ideas and motivation!

Handball Breakthrough
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Holden Clough participated in
an Intra School Handball
Tournament for the first time
this Spring. With the help
of Great Academy Ashton’s
Young Leaders, pupils learned
all the fundamental skills of
handball, and spent 7 long
weeks training for the
competition. Everyone was
eager to take part in such a
thrilling, action-packed sport,
and the children had lots of
fun taking on the other
classes and watching each
other play. We were so
impressed with all the pupils’
skills and dedication.
Even though the
tournament’s over, we have
a feeling this is only the
beginning for our
Handball players!

Social Butterflies
Keeping our parents and community up to date on all the wonderful activities taking place
at school is important to us. Did you know as well as Twitter we have a new Facebook page?
Please like the page and keep updated about our pupils' learning and achievements.
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 holdenclough.tameside.sch.uk

 0161 330 5248

