
Welcome to Year One!



Meet the team

Mrs Howarth
Class teacher

Mrs Birchall
Learning Support Assistant



The school day and our approach to 
Year 1.



Maths
• 5 maths lessons a week.
• Lessons very practical.
• 5 arithmetic sessions every week.



Writing
• 5 English lessons each week.
• Daily handwriting activities and 

specific handwriting instruction 
each week.

• Additional writing opportunities 
through out the day both 
independent and guided. 



Phonics

• Children in Year 1 throughout the country will all be taking part in 
a phonics screening check during the same week in June. 

• It is a way for teachers to check how the children are 
progressing with their phonic learning. 

• Good progress in phonics means the children are on track to 
become fluent readers who can enjoy reading for pleasure and 
for learning.



Please watch this video to see the 
correct way to pronounce the 
phonemes we are learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=UCI2mu7URBc

Phonics - Everything Parents Need to Know - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv2LCkta3N4










Reading

-

- The way we carry out our reading sessions is changing slightly 
this year.

- We will be focusing on reading fluency- reading with pace and 
expression. Building confidence with a text before moving on 
to a new book. 



- The children will have 2 guided and one individual read in 
school during the week with the same reading book. 

- This book will then be sent home.  The children will be 
familiar with the book and should then be able to read it to 
you fluently.  

- If you do require an additional book this can be arranged. 



- 2 books will be sent home every week: one phonetically 
decodable book which they have already read at school and 
one library book.

- Diaries and reading books to be brought to school every 
day.  Their diaries signed at home each week will win a 
raffle ticket. 

- Best Books for Year 1 | Ages 5-6 Recommended Reads | BooksForTopics

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-1


Different question stems can be found in the children’s reading diaries.





Homework:

• Read for 10 minutes every night. For the majority of children throughout Y1, the focus of 
these reading sessions should be fluency.

• Listen to stories as much as possible. The focus of these sessions should be to develop a love 
of reading and to enhance the children’s understanding of vocabulary. The children will visit 
the KS1 library every week. 

• Use Numbots regularly to develop a secure sense of number.



Communication :
Parents/Carers can speak with staff:

- At the beginning or end of the day.

- Via Dojo; 

- Messages sent to staff after 5:30 PM may not be responded to until the next school day.

- Newsletters will be uploaded onto the school website and onto Dojo. 

Reports/Parents' evening:

Two reports will be provided throughout the year, to provide you with updates regarding your child's progress. A 
mid-year report will be sent out in February, and an end of year report will be sent out in July.

Two parents' evenings will happen throughout the year. Information regarding these will be provided via Dojo 

and email nearer the time.



Uniform:
Please ensure ALL items of clothing and belongings 

have your child's name in them- including PE 
jumpers/ hoodies. 

Thursday- Indoor PE

Friday- Outdoor PE



Birthdays

• School policy requests children no longer bring in sweets or cake 
to celebrate their birthday due to us being a healthy school. 

• Instead we are wanting to improve our class library therefore 
you can donate a book and we will read the book to the class. 

• It will stay in that class library so children can enjoy reading it. 

• We will still sing happy birthday to celebrate and children can 
still wear their own clothes on that day. 



Other information:
• All children in Early years and KS1 are entitled to a free school meal. Please 

contact the office for more information regarding school lunches.

• Packed lunches should be as healthy as possible.

• Children in KS1 receive a free snack every day.

• Please send in water bottles for the children to use. These should ideally be 
taken home each day to be washed.  These should contain water only and not 
juice. 

• No toys in school. 

• All medication needs to be handed in to the office – teachers/teaching 
assistants cannot take any medication from you.



• Year 1 can take part in some after school clubs but places must be 
booked beforehand.  Please check on Arbor if you wish to book a place. 

• We politely ask that children don’t bring large rucksacks.  The 
cloakroom is becoming congested.  They only need their coat, reading 
book packs and water bottle/ packed lunch.  We have places for these 
to be stored in class.  



Any questions?


