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In geography we will be answering the question ‘would you like to live in a desert?’ We will be focusing on the Mojave Desert as a case study and learning about the climate, vegetation, animal life, landscape and location.
[bookmark: _Hlk121907600]Welcome back - we hope you’ve all had a nice Christmas break! This half-term will be very busy and exciting with many things to look forward to. 
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This half-term will focus on the core theme of ‘health’ and we will be thinking about the key facts linked to puberty (more information to follow) and the changing adolescent body, including physical and emotional changes. 

We will also be continuing with our DAAT work by focusing on drugs and alcohol.


Mathematics
Fractions will be the focus for the first few weeks back. We will be comparing and ordering fractions (less and greater than 1) as well as finding equivalent fractions, converting between improper and mixed numbers, adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators. Confidently, recalling multiplication and division facts will really help during this unit.
We will then move onto our second multiplication and division unit during which we will use written methods for multiplication (long and short) and division (short). Using these written methods, the children will solve one and two-step word problems; explaining their reasoning. 
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Music
We will be listening and responding to 80s ska/modern classical pieces.

Art
In art, we are doing an artist study on Alberto Giacometti. We will be focusing on his famous work, ‘The Walking Man’, and learning about his signature style. At the end of the unit, we will create our own clay sculptures of people, with a focus on movement.                        


[image: ]Upcoming dates for your diary
Class Assembly- Tuesday 21st January 9am 
Children’s Mental Health Week – 3rd – 9th February 
School closes for half-term – Friday 14th February

R.E
In R.E our prompting learning question is ‘ Can we live by the values of Jesus in the twenty-first century?’ This will give the children an opprotunity to learn about the depth of Christianity using examples of Christain texts (scripture and prayer) to understand justice and fairness.
 Parent’s Information
If you want to support your child’s learning at home, here are a few ideas you might like to try:
- Listen, read and discuss with your child the book they are reading at the moment
- Complete activities on the extra homework mat.
- Play times tables games and practice division as well as multiplication facts.
-Encourage your child to write narratives for our publishing houses.
- Use Times table Rock stars and EdShed (spellings) websites at home – your child’s log in details are in their diaries!
- Ensure Century is accessed and homework set is completed each week.

Science
Materials and their properties will be our topic this half term. We will be sorting and classifying materials along with looking at conductors and insulators. We’ll be investigating irreversible changes and which materials dissolve and which materials can be recovered. 
Computing
This half-term, computing lessons will take place on a Thursday morning and we’ll be exploring programming using ‘Hop Scotch’ in order to make Hip Hop tracks of their own.  We will also learn about key areas of computer science and how to keep safe online.
PE 
The children will have PE lessons on a Wednesday and Friday. This half-term we will focus on ‘Dance-British Values’ and ‘Hockey’.
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English

Our writing focus this half-term will
be a narrative unit of work based ona
traditional fairy tale text. The
children will be using their writing
skills to pen their own versions of
different traditional fale, in which
they will innovate key elements to
entertain their reader. We will be
focussing on the fechniques that we.
can use to describe settings and
characters and bring them to life, ina
modern-day setting. We will be looking
at incorporating comparatives and
superlatives, appropriate nouns and
adjectives and the accurate use of
direct speech.

The text will also be used fo create a
newspaper report which includes all
the relevant features that document
the mysterious appearance of a giant
baked beanstalk in New York City.

‘The children will continue to develop
their reading skills during our whole.
class guided reading sessions.
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